SaskOrganics Annual General Meeting

S a S k Date: Tuesday, March 25, 2025
Venue: Saskatoon Inn & Conference Centre

Saskatchewan B Ballroom

2002 Airport Dr, Saskatoon, SK

Organically Grown in Saskatchewan

Attendance: See attached list
Recording: Deb Tuchelt, SaskOrganics Interim Executive Director

1 Establish Quorum/Call Meeting to Order
a. Will Oddie, president, stated that quorum was established and called the meeting to
order at 4:37pm.

2 Review & Approve Agenda
a. Tim Weinbender made a motion to approve the agenda subject to change. Martin
Meinert seconded. Carried.

3 Review & Approve Minutes from last AGM (March 28, 2024)
a. Jim Robbins made a motion to approve the minutes as circulated. Donna Bryck-Beach
seconded. Carried.

4 Review & Approve Minutes of Special Members Meeting (November 13, 2024)
a. Will Oddie explained the reason for the meeting and the changes of bylaws that
occurred as a result of that meeting.
b. Martin Meinert made a motion to approve the minutes as circulated. Ryan Potts
seconded. Carried.

5 Reports
5.1 President

a) Will spoke of the challenges of the last couple years; staffing changes, financial
crises, a number of other things to consider. Will thanked the dedication of our
board of directors. Will also noted our accomplishments, and the fact that we
survived and continue the work we do for the sector.

b) Acknowledgement and thanks to all who donated to SaskOrganics during their
time of need.

c) Will spoke of our reduced capacity-that we are for the time being going to be
realistic with what we can accomplish with one staff person and a volunteer
board.

d) Brief overview of some of the initiatives the Board has been reviewing and
continues to explore-from provincially legislated check off to charitable status.

e) Will thanked the Interim Executive Director for taking on this position and
workload.



5.2 Interim Executive Director

a)

b)

Deb Tuchelt, Interim Executive Director thanked the president and the members
for the support. She cares about SaskOrganics and wants to see it succeed, as
she believes it brings value to our members and the sector.

Deb thanked the board of directors, donors, sponsors and advertisers,
enhanced members, attendees of events like this conference, co-hosts of field
days, speakers, and all the other ways in which people support SaskOrganics.
Deb provided an overview of the work carried out in 2024; grant deliverables,
events, advocacy, research & knowledge transfer, organic standards review etc.
An overview of the work carried out so far in 2025 was given; more events and
grant deliverables, advocacy work regarding tariff impacts etc.

Deb provided an update on the work we plan to carry out in 2025; more events,
exploring charitable status application, events and field days, transition to
organic support workshop, hopefully finish our new website etc.

53 Committees

a)

Will provided an overview of the current committees and task forces of
SaskOrganics and their purposes. He encouraged non-board members to join
any one of our committees.

Financial Report
6.1 Review & Accept Reviewed 2024 Financial Statements

a.

Michele Cruise-Pratcher, SaskOrganics treasurer, presented the 2024 financial
statements, noting the significant improvements from last year.

Tim Weinbender made a motion to approve the financial statements as
presented. Jim Robbins seconded. Carried.

6.2  Appoint Reviewer for 2025

a.

The president explained we went to the market to get a new reviewer. We hired
Murray Sen and Associates CP LLP, and were happy with their service and
pricing. Michele Cruise-Pratchler made a motion to appoint Murray, Sen and
Associates for 2025. Robin Schill seconded.

Discussion about year end and whether we might still find a less expensive
quote with year-end moved to October.

Martin Meinert made a substitute motion that the board be given the authority to
hire a different reviewer, should we find a less expensive option. Seconded by
Tim Weinbender.

One member raised the question as to why we would seek others if we were
happy with their services and pricing. Martin Meinert is interested to see if it can
get better quotes. Reviewers might have cheaper rates in October as it’'s not
peak season.

One member noted that they are involved in another organization similar to ours
that has an October year-end and their review costs about half of what
SaskOrganics paid in 2024. It would make sense to seek other quotes.

The substitute motion was carried.



7

8

Director Election Results

a) Will Oddie explained the reason for the changes to our bylaws regarding director
elections. We ended up with three nominations for 4 positions. Everyone was elected
by acclamation.

b) There was a question about whether the board needs a motion to appoint another
director to fill the position. Will noted it is in our bylaws that the board has the ability to
appoint should they wish to and this will certainly be a discussion at the board.

Adjournment
a) Colten Sander made a motion to adjourn at 5:30pm.



Attendance List

First and Last Name Town/City Member/Non-Member
Robin Schill Balcarres, SK Member
Don McKen Yorkton, SK Member
Mark Neuman Frobisher, SK Member
Dwayne Smith Mankota, SK Member
Doug Bone Elrose, SK Member
Larry Marshall Shellbrook, SK Member
Colten Sander Beechy, SK Member
Dennis Pratchler Nokomis, SK Member
Martin Meinert Swift Current, SK Member
WIII Oddie Regina, SK Member
Donna Bryck-Beach Ernfold, SK Member
Bob Atkinson Landis, SK Member
Dan Beckett Foam Lake, SK Member
Greg Sundquist Watrous, SK Member
Olivia Kennedy Yorkton, SK Member (Grain Millers)
Hanna Fyck Yorkton, SK Member (Grain Millers)
Ryan Potts Shellbrook, SK Member
Michele Cruise-Pratchler Nokomis, SK Member
Tanya Hollingshead Spalding, SK Member
Tim Weinbender Morse, SK Member
Cody Straza Wood Mountain, SK Member
Allison Squires Wood Mountain, SK Member
Chandra Schraefel Kerrobert, SK Member
Steve Guenther Osler, SK Member
Jim Robbins Delisle, SK Member




Graham Pusch Windthorst, SK Member
Ron Gleim Chaplin, SK Member
Kevin Potts Shellbrook, SK Member
Elaine McNeil Regina, SK Member

Foster Blanch

Shellbrook, SK

Non-Member

Michelle Beckett

Saskatoon, SK

Non-Member




